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Joel Montgomery began his music career with piano lessons at the age of 6. He picked 
up the trumpet when he was 10, and soon began studying with Jordan Winkler of the 
River City Brass. As a homeschooler, his first primary musical ensemble training came 
from the River City Youth Brass Band, which he started with at the age of 13 and played 
with through high school. When he was 16, he won a seat in the Pittsburgh Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, and earned the opportunity to play principal trumpet on multiple 
prominent symphonic pieces, including Mussorgsky's "Pictures at an Exhibition" and 
Leonard Bernstein's "Symphonic Dances from West Side Story." During high school, he 
studied first under Drew Fennell of the RCB, and then with Dr. Kevin Eisensmith at 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. It was under Mr. Fennell that Joel began learning 
more about advanced music theory and composition. 
 
Joel went on to earn a BA in Music with proficiencies in Trumpet Performance and 
Composition/Arranging from Maranatha Baptist University where he studied trumpet 
under Daniel Birnschein. His senior trumpet recital included Arutunian's "Trumpet 
Concerto," Bernstein's "Rondo for Lifey," and John Williams' "With Malice Toward 
None." Joel studied composition and arranging under Dr. David Ledgerwood. A link to 
Joel's YouTube channel, which contains many live performances of his compositions 
from his Arranging and Composition Showcase (linked here). His showcase shows both 
his serious side of composition in pieces like "Reflections from a Rooftop" and 
"Pandiatonic #1," his sacred side in "Inseparable Love" and "Prelude on the King of 
Kings," and his humorous side in "The Gators are Sounding Better all the Time" and 
"Dot Dot Dot." Recently, Low Key Men's Ensemble released a recording of one of Joel's 
favorite compositions, "I Fear No More," on their album of the same name. 
 
Joel wants students to be excited about music so that they can be a blessing to others 
through it, both within and without the local church. He loves helping students grasp 
musical concepts that will translate to every aspect of their musicianship. Joel feels that 
learning how to create art with excellence through music composition is not only a 
wonderful skill, but will also help students' creative process and help them in countless 
areas in both music and life.   

https://youtube.com/@joelmontgomery4611?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aSdemG6qv4
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