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Loy Hetrick began playing trombone at age 10 in Fremont, Nebraska, under the 
guidance of Robert Olsen. After high school, he attended the University of 
Nebraska, studying with Vernon Forbes. During college, Loy had the opportunity 
to travel with a professional orchestra to Scotland and England and was a charter 
member of the Plymouth Brass, a church ensemble, from 1977 to 1979. 
 
After college, Loy taught junior high band and orchestra and continued playing 
professionally, winning the Second Trombone position with the Omaha 
Symphony. In 1983, Loy and his wife, Cynthia, moved to Indiana, where he 
pursued a graduate degree at Indiana University. There, he studied trombone 
with Dee Stewart, Lewis VanHaney, Keith Brown, and Ed Anderson, and 
improvisation with David Baker, while playing lead trombone in the top jazz 
ensemble. Loy also served as an Assistant Instructor and later taught low brass 
at both Purdue and Butler Universities. After earning his Master of Music degree 
in trombone performance, the couple moved to Indianapolis, where Loy 
established himself as a freelance musician. With roughly forty years of teaching 
experience, Loy continues to teach applied low brass at Ball State University and 
IAFA. 
 
​Loy has toured the U.S. and Canada with renowned performers like Andy 
Williams, Mel Tormé, Johnny Mathis, Barry Manilow, and Natalie Cole, and was a 
member of the Fort Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra for nine seasons. Currently, 
he performs regularly with the Indianapolis Symphony and the Indianapolis 
Chamber Orchestra. His work includes commercial studio recording for various 
music publishers, pit orchestra performances for local ballet and opera 
companies, and Broadway musicals in the Indianapolis area. 
 
Loy is an active member of Colonial Hills Baptist Church where he sings in the 
adult choir and is a frequent participant in orchestral and brass ensembles. He 
served as the band director at Colonial Christian School from 2012-2022 where 
he was well loved by students and parents alike.  
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